
 PROPERTYplus 8 THE SUN Friday, February 17, 2006 

C M
YK

FROM food to fashion, Malaysia has a rich cultural 
heritage infl uenced by the many communities 
in the country. Of  late, this Malaysian heritage 
or essence is also rapidly gaining ground in the 
interior décor scene. While Malaysian furniture 
pieces have been around since the turn of  the 
century, today some of  these century-old pieces 
are being salvaged, refurbished and given a new 
lease of  life. 

Likewise, decorative motifs associated with 
the Chinese Straits Settlement community are 
also becoming increasingly popular. We are not 

just seeing a revival in the use of  pieces from the 
Peranakan period but also the creation of  new 
décor pieces inspired by this community. In some 
newer pieces, the motifs have been given a con-
temporary feel in their application. For example, 
the motif  seen on pillow ends are today adapted 
to a modern setting and use.

In his tribute to all things Malaysian, Interi-
orscape’s Richard Koh goes shopping in search 
of  furniture and furnishings with a uniquely 
Malaysian theme. From antique furniture to 
tableware, local art and garden lights, Koh’s 

patriotic shopping trip reveals a range of  both 
old and new items that inject the home with the 
Malaysian spirit. 

The shops visited on this trip are just a sample 
of  the variety of  Malaysian-themed items for the 
home. So the next time you are out shopping, keep 
an eye out for items with a Malaysian theme. You 
may well be surprised at what you fi nd.

This article is an excerpt from haven — a bi-monthly 
interior design and gardening magazine published 
by The Edge

Once the interior has been furnished, it is 
time to turn to the outdoors and what better 
way to accentuate a garden than by using 
appropriate lighting. At Wayang Lights 
(Tel: 03-7880 3680, Sunway Damansara, PJ) 
one can fi nd made-in-Malaysia lights depict-

ing a suria or sun 
motif. 

These lights 
are a nice touch to 
the garden and are 
certainly different 
from the usual gar-
den lights sourced 
from neighbour-
ing countries.

Prices range 
from RM150 to 
RM1,000

The next time you 
are in the market for 
decorative items like 
photo frames, jewel-
lery boxes or even 
name cardholders for 
the offi ce, check out the range 
offered by Warna Anggun (Tel: 
03-6201 8600; Plaza Damas, Sri Har-
tamas, KL). Available in various sizes, these 
wooden pieces boast hand-painted batik with 
motifs inspired by the designs of  nyonya pillow 

ends. (bottom)
T h e r e  a r e 

also more deli-
cate pieces like 
these hand-paint-
ed boxes made 
of  fabric using 
nyonya-ware mo-
tifs. (above) 

P r i c e s  f o r 
decorative ba-
tik pieces range 
from RM29.90 to 
RM109.

P r i c e s  f o r 
nyonya boxes 
range from RM99 
to RM149.

The nyonya mo-
tif  can also be 
seen in cutlery 
like salad and 
serving spoons 
(below),  por-
celain coast -
ers and bowls 
( r i g h t ) .  F o r 
those of  Per-
anakan descent, 
these items are 
sure to bring 
back memories 
of  utensils used 
by parents and 
grandparents. 
H av i n g  s a i d 
t h a t ,  t h e s e 
pieces are so 
Malaysian that 
it would make 
any homeown-
er proud to add 
them to their collection.

The salad and serving spoons, available 
at Warna Anggun, are RM249 a pair. The 
nyonya porcelain tableware is from Oriental 
Art Express (Tel: 03-7710 9728; 1-Utama, PJ). 
Prices range from RM12.80 to RM688.
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A Malaysian touch
Why go abroad for 
furniture and décor
pieces when there 
is such a wealth of  
items here at home? 

The basis of  any home décor has to be the fur-
niture and while the home furnishing market 

has over the last few years been fl ood-
ed with items from neigh-

bouring countries, not 
much attention has been 
paid to Malaysian-made 
and, more important-
ly, Malaysian-designed 
furniture. 

Galeri Sekapur Sirih 
(Tel: 03-2163 3363; Jalan 
Damai, KL) is one shop 
that sells solely Malaysian 
furniture pieces, specifi -
cally antique items from 
the 19th century to the 

1960s. Made from solid 
wood, some of  these 
pieces have been re-
furbished while others 
have been untouched 
to emphasise their age 
and character. Among 

the unique furniture 
pieces that can be 
found are a bed 

with a mirror and 
an umbrella and hat stand (left).

Prices range from RM500 to RM3,000

Furniture Decorative items Tableware Outdoor

I have an enquiry regarding the animal 
zodiac I am born under. My birthday is Jan 
13, 1977. According to my grandmother and 
parents, I was born under the Year of  the 
Dragon because I came into this world before 
the Lunar New Year was celebrated. But the 
feng shui books say I come under the Year of  
the Snake because I was born in 1977. 

As a result, I am very confused as I do 
not know which animal sign I should refer 
to when reading about what lies in store 
for me in the Lunar New Year forecasts. 
I have been reading both the Dragon and 
Snake forecasts every year, which confuses 
me even more. I hope you can tell me which 
animal sign I should refer to. 
Actually, both the books and your parents are 
partially correct. The books say people born 
in 1977 come under the Year of  the Snake. 
This is with the assumption that the person 
is born after the Lunar New Year. It might be 
mentioned somewhere in the small print which 
you may have missed.

Your parents and grandparents say you are 
born in the Year of  the Dragon as you were born 
before the Lunar New Year. Again they are not 
incorrect but both the books and your family 
have missed one vital fact — for the purpose 
of  the Chinese metaphysical arts, whether it 
is feng shui or any of  the other divination, we 
do not actually refer to the Lunar Calendar but 
the Chinese Solar Calendar where the new year 

starts on Feb 4, 1977. As such, you were born 
in the Year of  the Dragon.

I moved into a condominium unit in 
2003. After moving in, I lost my job and I 
still can’t fi nd a suitable career. All the jobs 
I have been in since have not lasted long. Is 
this anything to do with feng shui? My 
gua number is six and my husband’s is 
two. My condo is a north-south unit with 
the main door facing west and the front 
facing north. Even though I don’t have a 
career, my husband is doing quite well and 
my own fi nances are still okay. Can you 
tell me if  there is anything wrong with 
the condominium unit?
You moved in 2003. The San Sha 
position for the year was in the 
west, which is also the direction 
your front door faces. If  you have 
renovated your front door or the 
western area of  your house you 
would have offended the San Sha, 
which could be contributing to 
your problems. 

The other possibility is the 
location of  your door. You did not 
mention it but I would assume that 
it is in the NW sector of  your unit. 
This would be good for your hus-
band but not so good for you.

The general direction of  your 
door based on your Gua is correct 
in that your west-facing door is 
good for  your husband and you. 
Other things to consider are your 
bedrooms and kitchen.

Forgive me if  I am wrong but 
looking at your overall situation, 
other than not being able to hold 
down a career, things seem to be 
going okay. So, the overall feng shui 
situation is not too bad. Of  course, 
the situation can be improved.

I would like to know how to 
determine the position with the 

compass when inside the house. Do we stand 
facing in front of  the main door holding the 
compass or do we face inside the house hold-
ing the compass to determine the position of  
the home? My home is a condominium. 
The direction of  a house in feng shui is deter-
mined as either a facing or sitting direction. 
Depending on the school of  feng shui you 
use either or both the facing or sitting may 
be used.

Problems crop up when determining the 
facing of  a house, especially for a condominium. 
Certain masters would determine the facing 
of  a condominium from the balcony, basically 
standing at the balcony door looking outwards. 
We have found that this is not necessarily cor-

rect. In most cases we would use the actual 
entrance door of  your condominium, standing 
inside the unit and measuring outwards. Why 
measure outwards? This is the direction the 
Qi is coming from.

Master Yap Boh Chu is the son of  Grand 
Master Yap Cheng Hai. He co-founded the Yap 
Cheng Hai Academy to propagate the proper 
teaching and practice of  classical feng shui 
and qi gong.

Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd
Tel: (03) 2070 8009 
Fax: (03) 2072 8009 
E-mail: info@ychacademy.com
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When it comes to condos, problems usually crop up when trying to determine the direction of the unit




