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feng shui

Getting green grass growing
EVER wondered how some homes just have 
it all with an immaculate green lawn? It 
all boils down to basics. Laying turf is the 
quickest way of getting a new lawn. Here, 
Nicole van den Steenhoven of Bukit Kiara 
Properties shares some insights on several 
ways to getting it done.

Full turfing: This gives you an instant 
effect as the whole area is covered with turf. 
Although it is more costly than the other 
option of spot turfing, full turfing requires 
less maintenance in the early stages, espe-
cially when it comes to weeding. Less weed-
seeds will germinate because less light is 
received and the area will also not dry out as 
fast as it is with spot turfing.

IS it true that one is not supposed 
to decorate the bathroom in 
traditional feng shui? What are 
the consequences? Does keeping 
the toilet lid down when not in 
use prevents one from throwing 
money down the toilet? Is it of any 
significance? 
In traditional feng shui, the 
treatment for bathrooms varies 
between systems. In the old days, 
the bathroom was basically an 
outhouse that was considered 
dirty and unhygienic. It was not 
decorated or located near the 
bedroom. Times have changed 
and the bathroom is no longer 
such a bad place. It can definitely 
be decorated with no dire conse-
quences. But you still have to be 
careful about where you place 
the bathroom/toilet. Generally, 
the bathroom would be placed in 
an inauspicious location based 
on the Ba Zhai system of classi-
cal of feng shui to suppress these 
inauspicious locations. Whether 
you keep the toilet lid up or down 
is of no significance. As men-
tioned, the location of the bath-
room is more important.

I would like to inquire about the 
animal zodiac for my son and 
daughter. My son’s birthday is 
Feb 17, 1985, and according to 
the Chinese calendar, he was 
born in the Year of the Rat. In 
the Gregorian calendar, he was 
born in the Year of the Ox. My 
daughter was born on Jan 29, 
1991; is she considered born 
in the Year of the Sheep or the 
Horse?
In my earlier articles, I high-
lighted that the Chinese solar 
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away or young germinated seeds to be dam-
aged. In most cases, you would have to start 
all over again. If you do choose this method, 
you may want to protect your lawn with net-
ting or mats to reduce damage caused by 
heavy rain. Seeding is often used when the 
areas are large and access is difficult. The 
selected seeds are mixed with a paper pulp 
and sprayed, for example, on slopes. The 
pulp keeps the seeds together and will not 
rot away when grass starts growing.

Stolonising: A method of turf installa-
tion that uses small segments of grass that 
are planted into the soil, similar to inserting 
a plug. It is often done with turf that has long 
runners and establishes fast, like Bermuda 

grass. The turf is cut from a fully-grown field 
with special equipment, the stolon collected 
and thrown on a well-prepared area. In the 
first few days up to a week, the area needs 
to be kept moist constantly until the stolon 
form roots. The method is inexpensive and 
provides a fast way to turf large areas. Weed 
growth, however, can be a problem and her-
bicides or intense manual weeding may be 
required. Stolonising is not recommended 
for residential gardens unless you have a 
very large area.  — By Diana Chin

 
Spot turfing: A cheaper alternative and 
also faster to install, this can be done with 
10cm diameter plugs or pieces that come 
in sizes of 300mm x 300mm or 300mm x 
600mm. Note that the space between the spots 
should be no bigger than the plug or sod. This 
is saves you the trouble of creating a fully-
grown lawn as well as weed growth. The area 
also needs to be kept moist as it tends to dry 
out faster than a fully turfed lawn.

Seeding: Although the seeding method 
is not recommended for residential gardens 
in Malaysia, this option is viable if you have 
a large area. It is much cheaper than turfing 
but bear in mind that frequent heavy down-
pours may cause the seeds to be washed 
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calendar is used in feng shui and 
other Chinese metaphysical arts. 
The new year for the Chinese 
calendar falls on or around Feb 
4. In the case of your son, he was 
born before the Lunar New Year, 
which fell on the Feb 20, 1985 
— so we can say that he was born 
in the Year of the Rat. For the 
purpose of feng shui, however, he 
is considered born in the Year of 
the Ox. Hence he should be look-
ing at the forecast for persons 
born in the Year of the Ox. For 
your daughter, it is more straight-
forward. She was born before the 
Lunar New Year, which fell on 
Jan 29, 1991. As such, she can be 
considered born in the Year of the 
Horse. As her birthday also falls 
before Feb 4, 1991, she is consid-
ered born in the Year of the Horse 
on both counts. 

My husband and I are confused 
about his animal zodiac. My 
husband’s date of birth is Jan 27, 
1956, and he is supposedly born 
in the Year of the Goat. But my 
sister-in-law consulted a medium 
and was told that he is under the 
Monkey sign. Which is correct? 
For an accurate forecast one 
would require the birth date and 
time of a person. We will assume 
that your husband’s birthday is 
correctly recorded in the govern-
ment records. In the old days, 
there was discrepancy between 
the actual birth and the recording 
of that birth, which resulted in 
inaccurate birth dates and times. 
Assuming that the birthday is 
correct, your husband is consid-
ered born in the Year of the Goat. 
This is because his birthday is 

before the beginning of spring 
in the Chinese solar calendar, 
which fell on Feb 5, 1956.

Life gua, not Flying Star
With reference to last week’s Feng 
Shui guide by Grandmaster Datuk 
Dr Yap Cheng Hai, he clarified that 
the life gua (and not Flying Star) is 
used to ascertain one’s auspicious 
directions, and this is done by us-
ing the Ba Zhai Chart.

How does one calculate his life 
gua?
1. Write down the last two num-

bers of your birth year.
2. Add the numbers together.
3. If you get a single-digit 

number on your first try, go 
to the next step. If you obtain 
another double-digit number, 

add those two numbers, and 
repeat until your result is a 
single-digit number. 

4. If you are male, minus your 
final single-digit number from 
10. If you are female, add 5 to 
your final single-digit number, 
and if you obtain another dou-
ble-digit number, add them 
together until you get a single-
digit.

5. That final single-digit number 
is your life gua. 

(IMPORTANT: Please note that if 
your final number is 5, that is NOT 
your life gua. For males, your
life gua is then 2, and for females, 
it is 8.)

Master Yap Boh Chu is the son 
of Grand Master Yap Cheng Hai. 
He co-founded the Yap Cheng Hai 

Academy to propagate the proper 
teaching and practice of classical 
feng shui and qi gong.

Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd
Tel: (03) 2070 8009 
Fax: (03) 2072 8009 
E-mail: info@ychacademy.com

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, 
in any way whatsoever or howsoever represent, warrant or guarantee 
that the recommendations given in this column mean that the happi-
ness and good fortune of the person(s) who put these recommenda-
tions into practice will naturally or necessarily follow

If you have any questions 
regarding feng shui 

practices, please send 
your queries by e-mail to 

propertyplus@thesundaily.com 
or fax Propertyplus at 03-7660 

8568. theSun reserves the right to 
publish answers as it deems fit. 

Times have changed and the bathroom is no longer considered a bad place

You need to have the right knowledge to get such nice grass on your lawn A great way to compact sand

It might look ugly at fi rst but it will 
look much better real soon

Water plays an important role
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