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IS it true that one is not supposed
to decorate the bathroom in
traditional feng shui? What are
the consequences? Does keeping
the toilet lid down when not in
use prevents one from throwing
money down the toilet? Is it of any
significance?

In traditional feng shui, the
treatment for bathrooms varies
between systems. In the old days,
the bathroom was basically an
outhouse that was considered
dirty and unhygienic. It was not
decorated or located near the
bedroom. Times have changed
and the bathroom is no longer
such a bad place. It can definitely
be decorated with no dire conse-
quences. But you still have to be
careful about where you place
the bathroom/toilet. Generally,
the bathroom would be placed in
an inauspicious location based
on the Ba Zhai system of classi-
cal of feng shui to suppress these
inauspicious locations. Whether
you keep the toilet lid up or down
is of no significance. As men-
tioned, the location of the bath-
room is more important.

I would like to inquire about the
animal zodiac for my son and
daughter. My son’s birthday is
Feb 17, 1985, and according to
the Chinese calendar, he was
born in the Year of the Rat. In
the Gregorian calendar, he was
born in the Year of the Ox. My
daughter was born on Jan 29,
1991; is she considered born

in the Year of the Sheep or the
Horse?

In my earlier articles, I high-
lighted that the Chinese solar

calendar is used in feng shui and
other Chinese metaphysical arts.
The new year for the Chinese
calendar falls on or around Feb
4. In the case of your son, he was
born before the Lunar New Year,
which fell on the Feb 20, 1985

— so we can say that he was born
in the Year of the Rat. For the
purpose of feng shui, however, he
is considered born in the Year of
the Ox. Hence he should be look-
ing at the forecast for persons
born in the Year of the Ox. For
your daughter, it is more straight-
forward. She was born before the
Lunar New Year, which fell on
Jan 29, 1991. As such, she can be
considered born in the Year of the
Horse. As her birthday also falls
before Feb 4, 1991, she is consid-
ered born in the Year of the Horse
on both counts.

My husband and I are confused
about his animal zodiac. My
husband’s date of birth is Jan 27,
1956, and he is supposedly born
in the Year of the Goat. But my
sister-in-law consulted a medium
and was told that he is under the
Monkey sign. Which is correct?
For an accurate forecast one
would require the birth date and
time of a person. We will assume
that your husband’s birthday is
correctly recorded in the govern-
ment records. In the old days,
there was discrepancy between
the actual birth and the recording
of that birth, which resulted in
inaccurate birth dates and times.
Assuming that the birthday is
correct, your husband is consid-
ered born in the Year of the Goat.
This is because his birthday is
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before the beginning of spring
in the Chinese solar calendar,
which fell on Feb 5, 1956.

Life gua, not Flying Star
With reference to last week’s Feng
Shui guide by Grandmaster Datuk
Dr Yap Cheng Hai, he clarified that
the life gua (and not Flying Star) is
used to ascertain one’s auspicious
directions, and this is done by us-
ing the Ba Zhai Chart.

How does one calculate his life

gua?

1. Write down the last two num-
bers of your birth year.

2. Add the numbers together.

5. If you get a single-digit
number on your first try, go
to the next step. If you obtain
another double-digit number,

add those two numbers, and
repeat until your result is a
single-digit number.

4. If you are male, minus your
final single-digit number from
10. If you are female, add 5 to
your final single-digit number,
and if you obtain another dou-
ble-digit number, add them
together until you get a single-
digit.

5. That final single-digit number
is your life gua.

(IMPORTANT: Please note that if
your final number is 5, that is NOT
your life gua. For males, your

life gua is then 2, and for females,
itis 8.)
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