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I am an Australian man born in 
1969, married for five years to a 
Chinese Malaysian born in 1968. 
We live in KL and have three 
young sons aged four, two and 
one. I am a design consultant with 
my own business, but for the last 
five years I have had terrible luck 
and have not managed to secure 
any reasonable projects in that 
time. I must have submitted for 
at least 30 to 40 projects over 
that period, and thought I had a 
good chance of securing maybe 
10 of them, only to see every 
one of them snatched away from 
me at the last minute by some 
amazing and almost unbelievable 
twists of fate. Initially, I thought 
this bad luck may have been a 
consequence of a break up with 
some former business partners, 
however, it has gone on too long 
for me to believe this anymore. 
Consequently, I have downsized 
my company considerably, to the 
point where I am now working 
by myself from my house, and 
struggling to feed my family. My 
wife and I believe deeply in the 
power of the spiritual world and 
have seen evidence of it from my 
wife’s relatives. We are now at our 
wits end and are prepared to do 
anything to turn our luck around. 

come to your home; birds making 
nests in your garden and so on, that 
means that the place is a comfort-
able abode and has good qi. Having 
said that, I would personally remove 
the wasp hive as I think that wasps 
are a danger to people, especially 
small children, around your home. 
It may be an indication that there is 
good qi but I don’t think it is a good 
thing if someone is stung by the 
wasps from that hive!

I am very comfortable in my house, 
always at ease and at peace, 
but my daughter is not. She is 
very fearful around the house, 
especially certain rooms and the 
kitchen. There are no altars in the 
house. What can I do? Does the 
house have negative feng shui? 
Young children are naturally more 
in tune with the environment 
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around us and if a child is not com-
fortable in all parts of the house, 
the house may be bad from the feng 
shui perspective. It does not neces-
sarily mean that your whole house 
is affected by negative feng shui. 
Every house will have some rooms 
that are good, average or bad. All 
this would depend on how qi flows 
in your house and this can be cal-
culated from the direction of your 
house based on the Xuan Gong 
Fei Xing School of feng shui. Your 
daughter, especially, if she is very 
young, may be overly sensitive and 
is able to detect the rooms that are 
not so suitable to her personally, 
based either on her Life Gua or the 
house.

Master Yap Boh Chu is the son of 
Grand Master Datuk Yap Cheng 
Hai. Yap Boh Chu co-founded 

Q&A Could you advise a course of 
action that could help us?
I am sorry to hear that things have 
not been going your way. Either 
your feng shui is poor or your heav-
en luck is bad and you are destined 
for major hiccups in your life. But 
do not despair as we can fix your 
feng shui. You have not mentioned 
anything about your house, which 
makes for a lot of guess work on 
my part. Bear in mind that feng 
shui is all about location, environ-
ment, direction and timing. I can 
only look at what you can do within 
the house. Your Ming Gua is Xun 
Gua (gua number 4) and your wife 
is Kan Gua (gua number 1). Your 
good directions are North, South, 
East or Southeast. Ideally, the main 
door of your house should face any 
of these directions. Your bed should 
be in a South room with the head-
board facing any of these directions. 
Make sure that when you sit at your 
desk, you are facing North. I believe 
that you will experience some 
improvement with these changes. 
A point to note, however: If your 
house is facing South or West, you 
should seek proper advice before 
doing the above or you will be 
activating certain time-related bad 
elements, namely, the three killings 
and the Wu Huang.

I recently discovered a wasp hive 
in my postbox, which we no longer 
use because we have another one. 
Do I get it rid of it right away? Does 
it have any feng shui significance? 
There is a belief that if animals 

feng shui
with Master Yap Boh Chu

the Yap Cheng Hai Academy to 
propagate the proper teaching and 
practice of classical feng shui and 
qi gong.
Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd
Tel: (03) 2070 8009 
Fax: (03) 2072 8009 
E-mail: info@ychacademy.com

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, 
in any way whatsoever or howsoever represent, warrant or guarantee 
that the recommendations given in this column mean that the 
happiness and good fortune of the person(s) who put these recom-
mendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow

If you have any questions 
regarding feng shui 

practices, please send 
your queries by e-mail to 

propertyplus@thesundaily.com 
or fax Propertyplus at 03-7660 

8568. theSun reserves the right to 
publish answers as it deems fit. 

Your abode has good 
qi if animals make 
their home in it
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by Chris Partridge 

LONDON: Members of Parliament from 
all parties are pressing the government to 
outlaw so-called “land banks” that claim to 
offer investors fabulous profits from build-
ing on agricultural land. 

Land-bank companies buy fields close 
to established towns for knock-down pric-
es, and offer individual plots on the basis 
that planning permission will eventually 
be granted. However, many of the sites 
are in green-belt land, on flood plains, or 
in areas of beauty, and MPs are worried 
that planning authorities may be unable 
to resist unsuitable development if the law 
isn’t tightened.

Greg Mullholland, the Lib Dem mem-
ber for Leeds NW, became interested in the 
problem when a company called European 
Land Sales (ELS) started selling plots on a 
rural site in his constituency.

“ELS has been selling plots on a site at 
the edge of Cookridge for a couple of years 
now, but the council says it is still green 
belt and is going to stay that way,” Mullhol-
land says.

There is nothing to stop a land-bank 
company selling agricultural land as a 
future development, provided that they do 
not suggest that planning permission has 
been obtained or is likely to be obtained 
soon. The fear is that land-bank compa-
nies will make endless applications for 
permission over many years until the local 
authority caves in.

Investors who buy plots are also bliss-
fully unaware how little the land-bank 
company would have paid for it. Plots of 
about a tenth of an acre are usually priced 
at an apparently reasonable £10,000 
(RM64,190) to £20,000, but with agricul-
tural land selling at an average of £10,000 
an acre, the land bank is already making 
at least a tenfold profit before the long, 
tedious and expensive process of obtaining 
planning permission has even begun. Crit-
ics believe that some land-bank companies 

have no intention of applying for planning 
permission at all, but will simply go into 
liquidation when the final plot is sold.

“It is a scam and is clearly a threat to 
green-belt land,” Mullholland says. “My 
Ten-Minute Rule Bill aims to outlaw the 
practice by tightening up loopholes and 
strengthening legislation.”

Mullholland’s Bill will come up for a 
Second Reading at the end of May, but will 
almost certainly fail to get through, as pri-
vate members’ Bills rarely do.

Mark Lancaster, the Conservative MP 
for NE Milton Keynes, has joined the fight 
against land-bank companies. “I think it is 
a scam. At the least it is incredibly specula-
tive,” he says. “I don’t like the way people 
are being misled and I don’t like the terri-
ble effect it has on local communities.”

The arrival of a land-bank company 
in a rural area is usually a total shock. At 
Little Brickhill in Lancaster’s constituen-
cy, a land-bank scheme was already half 
sold when the locals finally heard about 
it. Land-bank companies specifically ask 
their investors not to approach the local 
council about the prospects for develop-
ment, ostensibly so they can present a 
united front later on. Critics believe that 
the real reason is so potential buyers do 
not discover the real position, and do not 
stir up protests.

“This was done at Little Brickhill a 
few years ago, but the area was not in the 
local-development plan and it has been 
made clear to the villagers that the devel-
opment will not get permission,” Lancas-
ter says.

 A company called Sinclair Deville has 
been offering building plots on a field next 
to the River Great Ouse at the tiny village 
of Chicheley, also in Lancaster’s constitu-
ency, for the past six months at least, but 
last week none of the residents were aware 
of the scheme. 

It does not appear on the development 
plan for the area, Lancaster says, and is on 
the flood plain. – The Independent 

The big land con 
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