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FENG SHUI
with Grandmaster Datuk Dr Yap 
Cheng Hai and son, Boh Chu

Period eight
AND POISON ARROWS

IDEAS

If  you have any questions regarding feng shui practices, please 
send your queries by e-mail to propertyplus@thesundaily.

com or fax Propertyplus at 03 7660 8568. theSun reserves 
the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 

COFFEE tables come in a variety of  designs, 
materials and sizes. Its uses too, have evolved 
from merely a piece of  furniture to serve coffee to 
guests or perhaps put up your feet after a long day 
at work, to a spot for you to show off  interesting 
knick-knacks or your collection of  books on tropi-
cal islands. Some coffee tables also double up as 
storage space for you to quickly store books, pens 
or anything that is lying about prior to the arrival 
of  unannounced visitors.

Given the variety available, the question on 
many homeowners’ minds is how does one choose 
a coffee table that best complements the décor and 
existing furniture? Richard Koh of  Interiorscape 
says the general idea is, if  the home boasts a 
modern décor then obviously you should choose 
a coffee table with a modern design. But this does 
not mean that you cannot opt for a more eclectic 
choice, for example, a chest or a box that is sure 
to stand out. 

Apart from the décor, an important considera-
tion is the size of  the sofa. A large 7ft sofa will 
certainly dwarf  any coffee table, so why not get 
an equally sizeable coffee table (maybe one 6ft in 
length) made to order? Or you can also use two side 
tables instead of  one large coffee table. 

The height of  the coffee table is also important, 
says Koh. “Some people prefer high ones (16in 
to 18in) while others like low ones (12in)… it all 
depends on its use, the type of  sofa you have, and 
what you have in front of  the coffee table,” he 
explains. If  you are the type who likes to put your 
feet up, then you’ll want a low coffee table. But if  
the coffee table also doubles up as storage space, 
then you would need a higher one.

If  your sofa or chairs are high, a low table 
does not work. Similarly, if  you are serving food 
or drinks, you want your guests to be able to see 
what is being served, so the table should not be 
too low. If  you have the television in front of  the 
coffee table — as most households do — then make 
sure the table is no higher than the TV stand, for 
obvious reasons.

Besides the purpose it serves, you should also 
give some thought to maintaining and cleaning 
the table. A coffee table with intricate lattice-
work may be aesthetically pleasing but it will be 
a nightmare to clean. If  you have children, then 
ensure that the coffee table is child proof  — so no 
glass-top tables. 

This article is an excerpt from haven — a bi-monthly 
interior design and gardening magazine published 
by The Edge

What kind of  pictures can enhance the feng shui of  an offi ce 
or home in general? Must we know certain particulars of  the 
house or property owner such as Gua number and birth details 
before buying such pictures to decorate the premises?

The kind of  pictures is not that important. As pictures 
are more of  a symbolic representation of  the real thing, 
the effect for good or bad is minimal. In a consultation, I 
normally leave the decision to the client if  they want to 
follow their own taste or feng shui principles strictly. 
The reasoning for this is simple. If  the feng shui for 
the house is say 90% right, the wrong choice in pic-
tures would only be 1% to 2%. The deduction of  such 
a minimal amount in exchangefor something that a 
person really likes is more than acceptable. Having said 
that, if  you choose to follow feng shui principles all 
the way, the pictures chosen would depend on the Gua 
of  a person and the location where it would be hung.

Is it okay to hang a wind chime outside the bal-
cony?
Hanging a wind chime is not a problem but do not 
hang too many. If  possible, hang a metal wind chime 
in the NW sector of  your house this year to counter the 
negative effects of  the annual unlucky star number fi ve, 
which is at the NW.

I HAVE just fi nished putting up the roof  and fl oor-
ing for my new house during period seven. I will 
be extending the kitchen portion before moving in. 
Is my house considered a period of  seven or eight 
house? Furthermore, poison arrows from the oppo-
site house’s roof  and tree are directed at my sliding 
glass door and are quite near the main wooden door. 
Will this affect the feng shui of  my house?
I am not clear if  you have moved in yet. For the purpose of  
Flying Stars, our view is that the period of  the house is based 
on the period in which the occupants have moved in. This is 
due to the human qi activating the inherent qi of  the property. 
If  I understand correctly, you have yet to move in; you will 
be moving in only after you have renovated your 
kitchen. I would then consider your house to be a 
period eight house if  you move in anytime after 
Feb 4, 2004. If  you use your wooden door more, that 
would be considered the main door. As such, the 
poison arrows are not directed at your main door. 
I would suggest that you minimise the usage of  
your sliding door for entry or exit from your house.

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, in any way whatsoever or howsoever represent, 
warrant or guarantee that the recommendations given in this column mean that the happiness and good fortune 

of the person(s) who put these recommendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow
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Top: An upholstered coffee table that doubles up as a 
chair to go with a more modern yet classical look 
Bottom: Try using two side tables instead of one large one

Pictures chosen would depend 
on the Gua of a person 
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Clockwise from top left: A great 
place to put reading material; 
European style with an old-world 
feel; clean lines for this one; 
and dark colours are still in Table 


