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I AM renting a room that is located at the 
end of  a long corridor. The room is sited 
in the northeast section of  the house. I 
was born in the year of  the snake. Is there 
anything in particular I can do to enhance 
the romance luck of  my room?
Merely providing your year of  birth is insuffi -
cient. There is no problem with the room being 
at the end of  a corridor. Its location in relation to 
the rest of  the house is more important. 

Please refer to the chart for your Gua num-
ber [see Propertyplus, March 18] and your best 
direction for the year. If  you place your bed 
with your head towards the recommended 
direction, it should assist in your relationships.

My mother is a firm believer in 
feng shui and frequently gives me 
feng shui items such as the three 
coins and a crystal globe for 
my desk. She even advises me 
to purchase certain talismans. 
Will this real ly help my luck 
or is it just wishful thinking?
In classic feng shui, the location and 
direction are more important. Very sel-
dom do we recommend coins and globes, 
except in specifi c locations of  the room.

If  you have any questions regarding feng shui 
practices, please send your queries by e-mail 
to propertyplus@thesundaily.com or fax 

Propertyplus at 03-7660 8568. theSun reserves 
the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 

I read in your column dated April 8 that 
mirrors hanging on the wall facing the main 
door will affect the fl ow of  wealth out of  the 
house. Thus, is it bad to have a wall display 
cabinet, measuring 1ft by 51/2 ft with a door 
in clear glass, facing the main door? 

Mine is an apartment with the main 
door facing north. Also, is it good to hang 
a ‘feng shui window’ facing the main door?

If  the clear glass on the front of  your cabinet 
is not too reflective, it should not be a 

problem. The problem with a mirror is 
that it is refl ective. The other criterion 
to consider is the distance between 
the cabinet and your front door. If  
it is right across your apartment, 
then any negative effects [if  any] 
would be lessened. 

What do you mean by a ‘feng
shui window’? Do you mean a 
Ba Gua mirror? Generally, if  
you do not have a mirror facing 
your main door, you should be 
fi ne. If  your cabinet door is too 
refl ective, you can place frosted 

fi lm over it.

My husband and I have been living 
in our present house for 12 years. Our

house faces north [N], which is his worst 
direction [total loss]. His Gua number is two, 
while mine is nine. The past 12 years have not 
been smooth sailing but not tragic either. 

We have been following guidelines from 
books and feng shui magazines with placement 
or rearrangement of  things for the past few 
years, but have not seen any result. Would a 
house facing south be a better choice with it 
being his second-worst direction [six killings]? 
A west [W]-facing house is generally hotter 
though that is my husband’s best direction. 

You mentioned earlier that property facing 
northwest [NW] or southeast is not a good 
choice. Is this so for 2005 only? Please advise 
whether we should sell this house and move 

Report from the style capital

TO SOME people, decorating, let alone enter-
taining at home, can be extremely daunting. 
Where does one begin… and end? Simple. The 
answer lies in stretching the imagination and 
dispensing with mindsets. 

My recent trip to Paris brought me to the 
Maison et Object trade fair, one of  the most 
important home décor exhibitions that defi ne 
style and trends — which will shape and dictate 
our lives in the coming months. 

Even the jaded and weary would have been 
impressed. This was, after all, the style capital. 
With well over 3,000 exhibitors, the range of  
products available was an impressive selection 
that had been well edited to suit any particular 
taste or geographical location. From furniture 
and candles to lamps and fl oor coverings, one 
would have been dazed by the array of  beauti-
ful objects.

Big is slipping out and the general idea is 
to create smaller and cosier areas that would 
translate well for meaningful conversation. 
After all, why should there be only one sitting 
area in the living room when two could prove 
more interesting? Think clean lines that do 
not suggest minimalism.

There is also an abundance of  shapes that 
took its form from nature. And this is cleverly 
executed in textile weaves, wood and even metal. 
Be it a ceramic bowl, lamp or a vase, these ir-
regular lines will soften any room. 

As for colours, orange, lavender and apple 
green are present in every conceivable way 
imaginable and in different intensity. Antique 
pink with gold accents is another refreshing 
change to beige and sand. The message is clear: 
Citrus is out of  the glass!

Prints
Retro prints with a splash of  graphics are as 
hot as fresh dim sum. Be it on a scatter cushion 
or a simple fl oor rug, these prints are defi nitely 
the clear winners. For spring, full-blown fl oral 

images magnifi ed tenfold are highly visible 
and not done in chintz. They are either printed 
on linen and cotton or embroidered. These 
oversized botanical references will defi nitely 
refresh any living space. 

Asian infl uence
Another strong direction is particularly noted 
in the explosion of  Asian references. Shanghai 
is the fl avour of  the month and it’s no surprise 
that the whole world appears to be looking 
towards this metropolis for inspiration. 

Decorating is basically a skill one can pick 

up through time and education. Style is something 
else. The idea is to be totally unfaithful to any 
school of  thought — not to conform to a particular 
pe riod, but instead, to put together a variety of  
different objects that somehow relate. 

Mix and match is out. Bring in the new ec -
lecticism in the form of  mis-match. This is the 
tough part, and that is what true style is all 
about. — By Peter Hoe

This article is an excerpt from haven — a bi-
monthly interior design and gardening magazine 
published by The Edge P
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Q&A

or if  there are remedies for this situation.
It would seem that your present house has 
not been so good for the last 12 years. Now, 
when you say your house faces N, you need 
to defi ne whether your house façade is N or 
your door actually faces N. What is more 
important is the direction of  the door. 

You will also have to be careful because 
when you face N, it is 45º and each different 
degree will have a different effect. You need 
not buy a W-facing house. What you could 
do is to have a W-facing entrance. 

A NW house is not so good this year and 
depending on the person, it might not be 
suitable altogether. Rather than purchase a 
new house, it may be better to get a proper 
feng shui consultation on your existing house 
to see the options. 

Sometimes, it may be just a matter of  
some simple renovation to improve the feng 
shui. You might want to consider a consulta-
tion prior to the purchase of  a new house 
as well. This is so that we can avoid getting 
a house with bad feng shui that needs to be 
renovated. The whole idea of  getting a new 
house would be to get one where the feng 
shui is correct with minimal renovation. It 
would not be a good idea to get a S-facing 
house unless you have a corner lot with a 
W entrance as well.

Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd
Tel: (03) 2070 8009; Fax: (03) 2072 8009; 
E-mail: info@ychacademy.com

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, in any way 
whatsoever or howsoever represent, warrant or guarantee that the recommendations 
given in this column mean that the happiness and good fortune of the person(s) who 
put these recommendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow

Does the colour or furnishing of  a room 
affect feng shui? I love red and am think-
ing of  using it in my bedroom but have 
been told it is an aggressive colour that’s

not suited for a single woman. What 
colours would be appropriate?

Colours have a very minimal effect. 
I would say that if  the rest of  your 
feng shui is correct, having the 
right colour is not too important. 
On the other hand, if  your feng 
shui is generally wrong, then 
every little bit helps where ease 

of  mind is concerned. 
In other words, if  you get your 

room location and bed direction 
right, don’t worry about the colour.


