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If  you have any questions regarding feng shui practices, please 
send your queries by e-mail to propertyplus@thesundaily.

com or fax Propertyplus at 03 7660 8568. theSun reserves 
the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 

Removing plants from containers 
•  Water the plant thoroughly a few hours earlier. This 

will make the exercise easier without harming the 
root ball. 

•  If  the base of  the pot is wider than the neck, you’ll have 
no choice but to break the pot. This is also true if  the 
pot is too big and heavy; the pot is hosting a climber 
attached to a trellis; the roots have overwhelmed the 
pot and are growing through the drain holes. 

•  For plastic pots, press it on all sides to loosen the root 
ball.

•  For clay pots, carefully tap the pot with a wooden stick 
or with the plastic handle of  a tool. 

•  For both plastic and clay pots, another option is to poke 
a sharp object (knife or parang) into the soil. 

• If  the plant is relatively small, turn it upside down, 
gently shake the pot and pull out the plant carefully. 
Make sure that the branches are not harmed. Avoid 
pulling too hard as this will stress the branches and 
roots and you may end up with a dead plant. 

•  For a bigger plant, lay it on its side before pulling it 
out gently. If  this does not work, try pushing the root 
ball through the drainage holes. Alternatively, apply 
water pressure through the drainage holes to force the 
plant out — if  the roots have not grown through the 
holes already. 

Preparing plant for re-potting 
•  If  the root ball appears compact, then you need to 

loosen it and cut away part of  the roots to stimulate 
new, healthy root growth. 

• Often, the roots grow in a circular pattern. Make sure 
you untangle them or cut through the circular growth 
pattern in order to encourage normal root growth. 

•  Cut away the dead and rotten roots. These are easily 
identifi able by colour and texture. Healthy roots are 

 light in colour, whitish or brownish, depending on 
the species, with a crispy smell and lots of  new root 
growth. The unhealthy roots are dark, soft and often 
smell rotten. 

•  For woody shrubs, fi rst remove dead and criss crossing 
branches. This is only necessary if  the root ball needs 
to be pruned extensively to maintain the natural bal-
ance of  vegetation above and below ground. 

•  When re-potting a palm, make sure that you loosen the 
root ball without removing the palm fronds (leaves). 
Ensure minimal damage to the roots and keep the palm 
fronds moist at all times. 

•  For most shrubs, you can remove up to a third of  the 
root ball. 

General tips on re-potting
•  If  you want the plant to grow bigger, you will need a 

bigger container. 
• When using a big pot, place it on the spot of  your choice 

before re-potting or it may get too heavy to be moved. 
•  If  you are reusing the pot, clean it thoroughly with a 

little bleach to kill the bacteria. Make sure you wash 
away all traces of  the bleach. 

•  After re-potting, prune the plant further to the desired 
shape and then water it. 

•  Generally, annuals do not need re-potting except if  
you want to transfer them into a larger pot. Annuals 
are very sensitive and must be re-potted with care and 
precision. Since their roots are very fussy, it is best 
to purchase the right potting soil as annuals are very 
susceptible to fungus attacks and viruses found in the 
potting soil.

This article is an excerpt from haven — a bi-monthly 
interior design and gardening magazine published by
The Edge
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Is it okay to decorate a bathroom or toilet? I have been told that 
it is bad luck to highlight the bathroom with ornaments or soft 
furnishings as it is where all my luck is fl ushed away. Must I 
keep my bathroom bare and out of  sight?
This is not true. Getting back to the key areas of  classical feng shui 
— location and direction are of  primary concern. 

By having your toilet in 
the right location, the toilet 
door in the right direction. 
It does not matter if  you fur-
nish your toilet tastefully.

My house’s entrance fac-
es a single metal pylon. 
I am unable to change 
the position of  the door. 
Can I hang a Ba Gua and 
where can I get one? I 
also have a beam in the 
bathroom. Please advise.
If  the metal post is within 
the doorway but not in the 
centre, then the effect is not too bad. A Ba Gua mirror can help in 
this instance and can be obtained from most shops that sell Chinese 
religious paraphernalia. 

If  you are a Buddhist or Taoist, you may get it blessed at a temple. 
Ultimately, it would still be best if  you could fi nd some way to change the 
direction of  your doorway. The beam in the bathroom is not a problem. 
The bathroom is not considered an essential room and so that is why 
the beam can be disregarded.
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When reusing an old pot, clean it thoroughly fi rst

Remove branches that criss-cross 
when re-potting woody shrubs

Cut away unhealthy roots that are 
dark, soft and often smell rotten


