
 PROPERTYplus 6 THE SUN Friday, May 20, 2005 

C M
YK

FENG SHUI
with Grandmaster Datuk Dr Yap 
Cheng Hai and son, Boh Chu

WHAT is the best direction for the bed or 
sleeping? Can I sit or sleep under a beam 
and what should I do?
The direction for your bed would depend on 
various factors. The simplest would be your 
personal best directions based on your per-
sonal Gua. If  a person is sleeping or sitting 
under a beam, we say that this person is being 
suppressed. If  the beam were on top of  the bed, 
the person will have ill health and suffer from 
insomnia. If  it is on top of  a desk, then it will 
be very hard for the person to be successful 
with whatever work that is done. The person 
will also suffer from headaches. The solution 
is to move out from under the beam.

I have a question about placing a fountain 
in front of  my main gate. Our main gate is 
a sliding grille that slides to the left (from 
inside, facing outward) to open and faces 
south. We placed a fountain on the left of  
the gate. The fountain has water fl owing 
from a jug, and collected by another bowl. 
My question is: Should the jug be facing 
outward (I mean, facing the outside) or in-
ward (facing the gate)? Some say it should 
be inward because we want the water to 
fl ow inside. Does it make a difference?
Assuming that the placement of  the water is 
correct in the fi rst place, we will want the water 
to fl ow inwards. When I talk about being in 
the correct place, it means the place where the 
water is activating an auspicious location. The 

If  you have any questions regarding feng shui 
practices, please send your queries by e-mail 
to propertyplus@thesundaily.com or fax

Propertyplus at 03-7660 8568. theSun reserves 
the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 
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Instead of  an interior space, 
this entrance leads one to a lush 

tropical garden of a bungalow 

thing would be to ensure that your bedroom door 
is always closed. Try using an automatic door 
closer. If  your bed faces the toilet door, again the 
easiest solution would be to keep your toilet door 
closed as much as possible.
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location on the left is correct as one would not 
generally want water on the right. Assuming 
that you are facing very much directly south, 
then your water is in the south-east. You would 
then need to check your Life Gua to see if  south-
east is one of  your auspicious directions. 

If  it is, then it is okay to have the water 
there and fl owing inwards. Yet another level 
would be to look at the fl ying star charts of  
your house. Again, assuming that you are 
facing directly south, water in the south-east 
is not so good. There will be a lot of  travel-
ling and inconclusive business. The bottom 
line is that the water should fl ow inwards if  
it is coming from an auspicious direction. In 
your case, south-east for the water is not too 
good for having the water feature. It would be 
a better option to have the water fl ow in from 
the south towards the north if  it is in one of  
your auspicious directions. If  you notice the 
problems that I have highlighted, just remove 
the water.

If  I have a bedroom facing the staircase 
that leads to the toilet downstairs, what-
should I do? Also, what is the remedy if  the 
bed is facing the toilet door where I cannot 
move it out of  the way?
Whether it is bad or not, with your bedroom 
door facing the staircase, would depend on 
the distance between the doorway and the 
staircase. If  it is about 10ft, it should not be a 
problem but if  it is less than that, then the best 

ABDUL GHANI ISMAIL/HAVEN

Left: Draw the 
curtains and 
behold a Chinese-
themed foyer 

Oriental-styled
furniture 
and an antique 
Peranakan screen 
make a statement

HARIS HASSAN/HAVEN

Nice
welcome

More interesting entrances

LAST week, we took a look at two interesting 
entrances of  homes. This week, two more are 
featured with many inspiring ideas.

Bali-inspired
In this custom-built bungalow, the entrance 
is a large Bali-inspired external doorway. 
Walk up the steps and enter a tropical splen-
dour. While there is no surprise factor to the 
entrance — in that a Balinese entrance does 
indeed set the stage for a Balinese home 
— this does not mean it is predictable.

The element of  surprise and wonderment 
here is the fact that while entrances lead to 
the interior space, this door opens up to a 
garden. And instead of  furniture and interior 
furnishings, a sala, a swimming pool and a 
lushly landscaped garden await the visitor.

Almost plain, but not
The entrance of  this 2-storey semi-detached 
house is ordinary, almost plain and is found 
in many parts of  the country. In fact, the grille 
work and billowing sheers would probably not 
inspire any sense of  anticipation or arrival.

Draw the sheers, open the door and what 
you fi nd is so unexpected it will linger in your 
memory. The owner has cordoned off a section 
of the living room to create a foyer, using an 
antique Peranakan screen. It is the unexpected 
that bowls you over — a reception area, and 
an imposing one at that, in what seems like 
an ordinary home from the entrance.

This article is an excerpt from haven — a 
bi-monthly interior design and gardening 
magazine published by The Edge

Water should fl ow 
inwards if it is 
coming from an 
auspicious direction


