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Light show
Brighten up any room with 

bespoke lampshades

FENG SHUI
with Grandmaster Datuk Dr Yap 
Cheng Hai and son, Boh Chu

MY property faces North 2 and my main 
door is in the Northwest (NW) sector of  the 
property. There is a T-junction about 100m 
away facing the NW sector of  my property 
and next to the T-junction is a small Tenaga 
sub-station. I was told the T-junction is 
not regarded as ideal for health aspects, 
especially for my youngest daughter who is 
three years old and when her Gua number 
is eight. Is this true? If  yes, how bad is it? 
Should we move to another property or is 
there another a solution to this?
This is a very interesting interpretation of  the 
T-junction. Did you ask the person who made 
the interpretation why your youngest daughter 
would be affected? Feng shui is an exact science, 
which is derived from the Ba Gua, which in turn 
describes the forces of  the universe both in its 
original state of  dynamic equilibrium and in a 
cyclical state of  change. (See March 4 article in 
http://wwww.ychacademy.com/media-03042005.
shtml) Based upon what you described, the 
junction in the NW is Qian Gua, which is rep-
resentative of  the head of  the household. The 
representative of  the youngest daughter is Dui 
Gua, which is located in the West. Based on 
this and other factors, your youngest daughter 
would not be the only person affected if  the feng 
shui is really that bad. Can you actually see the 
T-junction from your front door? If  you can’t, 
then the effect is very minimal. If  the T-junction 
is 100m away, this is quite far. Is there anything 
in between the junction and your house? If  
there is something in the way, then the effects 

If  you have any questions regarding feng shui 
practices, please send your queries by e-mail 
to propertyplus@thesundaily.com or fax 

Propertyplus at 03-7660 8568. theSun reserves 
the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 

Q&A

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, in any way whatso-
ever or howsoever represent, warrant or guarantee that the recommendations given in 
this column mean that the happiness and good fortune of the person(s) who put these 
recommendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow

The annual time killings will affect occupants of  
the house. What these annual time killings do is 
turn the qi from these directions to be inauspi-
cious when they are activated. When there are 
no occupants in the house, these inauspicious qi 
will not affect the owners. We sometimes need 
to exercise some common sense in the practise 
of  feng shui. If  what your sister-in-law says is to 
be adhered to, then I guess everyone who lives 
on the same row as yourself  who does go in and 
out through the back door or hang clothes in the 
backyard will encounter great misfortune and 
drop dead like fl ies. I somehow do not see that 
happening. We can go about our daily activities 
but we should not break the earth or unneces-
sarily disturb these locations. In your case, after 
moving in, you should not dig, nail or drill in 
these areas. 

As for your dining area not being in a good 
location in the N, it would again depend on a few 
factors. I assume that your sister-in-law is using 
the fl ying star chart system for this based on a 
West 2 house. If  yes, there are ways and means 

to offset the inauspicious 2, 5-star combinations. 
That would also depend on the layout of  your 
house. The placement of  water is not something 
that should be taken lightly. Where the water 
should be placed would depend on the direction 
of  the house, the location of  the water, the owner 
and the environment. With so many factors to 
consider, I can only say it is normally better to 
have the water in the front of  the house.
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of  the junction — good or bad — could have 
been blocked. Other considerations of  greater 
importance are whether a northward facing 
door is suitable in the fi rst place. Secondly, is 
the door located in a correct location? Only then 
can one consider the impact of  the T-junction, 
which is 100m away. Everything needs to be 
looked at in its proper perspective.

We bought a 30-year-old house last year and 
have not moved into it. We are in the midst 
of  fi nalising the appointment of  a contrac-
tor to extensively renovate the house. We 
understand from your feng shui column 
dated June 10 that it is alright to renovate 
the West sector, that is, the place of  the 
Grand Duke provided the house is yet to be 
occupied. What about the three killings and 
the fi ve yellow areas? Can we do renovation 
in these areas? According to my sister-in-
law, the back of  our house is facing East, 
Southeast and Northeast. She suggested 
that we do not use or open the back door. 
This means I cannot hang laundry or go to 
the back of  the house (which has about 5ft 
of  land) once we extend and build the wet 
kitchen. She also reckoned that our dining 
area, sited North (N), is not a good place 
as it will cause sickness. She suggested we 
use our dry kitchen as the dining area. The 
Gua number for my husband and I is seven. 
We also thought of  having a small Balinese 
water feature for the house. Should we 
place it in front or at the back of  the house?

IDEAS

LIGHT fi xtures and fi ttings in a home 
can be given a distinctive look with 
the right shades. Many things can 
be used as lampshades. The cord of  
a hanging light bulb can be threaded 
through the top of  an ornate bird 
cage, for example, for a lamp with 
a whole new look. Even a straw hat 
accented with glass beads or earrings 
to look like a chandelier, can be used 
as a lampshade.

Try out these simple and inexpen-
sive projects to jazz up your lighting. 
And remember, often, little touches 
are all that are needed to add a bit of  
glam to an ordinary object.

RIBBON SHADE
You will need:
• Round wire frame
• Wire mesh with large gaps
• Thin-gauge wire

• Wire cutter
• Ribbon
• Needle and matching thread

1 Cut a rectangle of  wire mesh to fi t 
the frame. Attach it to the frame 

with wire to make a tube shape.
2 Weave lengths of  ribbon in and 

out of  the mesh to form horizontal 
stripes. Stitch the ends in place.

Note: When handling wire, remember 
to wear work gloves.

HANGING CANDLE 
LANTERN
You will need:
• Small jam jar, cleaned and label 

removed
• Thin-gauge wire
• Wire cutter

1 Cut four pieces of  wire about 90cm 
long. Wrap one piece around the 
top of  the jar’s lip so it ends up in 
the centre of  the wire. Make sure 
the ends are even. Twist it three 

to four times like a twist-tie, leav-
ing one end straight up and the 
other straight down. Repeat with 
the three remaining pieces so that 
wires are on each side.

2 Make a loop in each of  the four top 
wires about 6cm from the jar’s top. 
Gather the four wires above the 
jar and connect them with a short 
length of  wire.

3 Using pliers, twist the top of  one 
the four gathered wires into an 
eyehook. Curl the remaining three 
into decorative loops.

4 As in step 2, create two loops in 
two opposing wires on the bottom 
of  the jar.

5 Snip the remaining two straight 
wires to about 20cm, pull them 

together under the jar and twist 
together three or four times. Cut 
one end off  and curl the other 
with pliers into a scroll. Curl the 
remaining two looped ends.

6 Make a chain to hang the lantern 
with 10cm lengths of  wire. Create 
eyehooks on each end and link 
together until desired length is 
achieved.

Note: The wire used for this lantern 
should be soft and pliable but strong 
enough to support a small glass jar.

This article is an excerpt from haven 
— a bi-monthly interior design and 
gardening magazine published by 
The Edge
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Exercise common sense with feng shui when embarking on your home renovations


