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I AM living in a terraced house facing Northwest (NW). My husband’s 
gua number is seven while mine is four. We have lived in this house for 
about six years. Is it true that I need to renovate my house to change it 
to a period eight house to have good feng shui? I am looking at buying 
a semi-detached house facing Southeast (SE) with the main door facing 
the same direction while the toilet and kitchen are in the NW. There is a 
two-lane road at the back of  the semi-dee. There is a small hill after the 
two-lane road. Is this semi-detached house suitable for my husband and my 
gua numbers. Do I follow the Eight Mansions or the Flying Star feng shui?
When you moved into your house in 1999, this was in period seven. Hence, you 
would have locked into period seven qi into your house. If  you wish to change 
the qi to lock in the current period’s qi into your house, you will have to perform 
some renovation. The extent of  the renovation would depend on your house. 
You should purchase a house following both the Eight Mansions and the Fly-
ing Star feng shui principles. Based on your description, the house facing SE 
is unsuitable for your husband. Furthermore, the toilet and kitchen in the NW 
will not support your husband. This house, however, would be suitable for you 
as it supports you. The decision in this case would be whether your husband or 
you are more important to the family as the breadwinner.

We bought a 1-storey corner lot house at Lestari Puchong. The main door 
is facing south (S) but across the road in front of  my house there is a 
lamppost facing our main door. We have a side entrance, which is facing 
east. I have attached a rough sketch.
Based on your sketch, the lamppost is within your door span and it is therefore 
not good. Some things do not seem right. If  your front door is facing South (S),
then your side door should be facing West (W). Measurements should be taken 
from inside the house facing out. One of  the options available to you is: do not 
use the front door facing the lamppost. Use only the side door. This is only suit-
able if  W is an auspicious direction for you based on your Life Gua. Refer to 
the chart in theSun’s Propertyplus March 18 issue for Gua numbers and their 
corresponding auspicious directions. The other option is to change your S 
facing door to the centre of  your house to avoid the lamppost being within the 
span of  your front door.
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BEFORE the advent of  modern or manufactured 
cleaning aids, nature had its own source of  
detergents, bleach and disinfectants. One such 
source is the ubiquitous lemon — a safe, natural, 
non-toxic and highly effective cleaner. Compiled 
below are some handy tips to bring out the “zest”
in lemons. 

Tip 1 Clean and freshen up the inside of a mi-
crowave oven by boiling lemon slices in water.
Place a few slices of  lemon in a bowl of  water and 
heat it for four to fi ve minutes or until the water 
boils. Remove the bowl and simply wipe out the 
inside of  the microwave with a cloth.
Conclusion:
The steam from the boiling water serves to soften 
and loosen the dried-out food particles whilst the 
lemon slices act in tandem to replace stale odour 
with a refreshing scent.

Tip 2 Polish wooden furniture using a concoc-
tion of lemon juice and olive oil.
Mix one part lemon juice with two parts olive oil. 
Shake well to ensure the elements are well com-
bined. Using a soft cloth, polish this mixture onto 
the wooden furniture.  
Conclusion:
This mixture works as an excellent natural polish 
for wooden furnishings. Olive oil acts as a moistur-
iser for the wood and provides a rich shine.  

Tip 3 Clean glassware with a mixture of lemon 
juice and salt/baking soda.
Pour in lemon juice, add a generous amount of  salt 
or baking soda and scrub with a brush or sponge. 
For tough stains, leave the mixture on for a few 
minutes, then scrub.
Conclusion: 
This is a fairly easy way to get the sparkle back on 
your glass dinnerware. 

Tip 4  Remove stubborn stains from counter-
tops and cutting boards using lemons.
This is supposed to work on most countertops 
including stone and laminate countertops. Cut a 
lemon in half  and scour the stains with the juice. 
For stubborn stains, squeeze more juice over it and 
leave to steep. Rinse and dry the surface.

To clean and remove stains from wooden/plastic 
cutting boards, squeeze lemon juice onto the board 
and fi rmly rub it in. Should the stain persist, soak 
the stain with lemon juice and leave overnight. 
Once the stain is removed, wash cutting board 
as usual.
Conclusion:
Lemon juice is most effective as a stain remover if  
it is applied immediately as and when the stain oc-

curs. But when it comes to stubborn and old stains 
caused by spices like turmeric or dried chillies, 
we’re still looking for the remedy!

Tip 5  Spruce up tarnished brass and copper 
objects with lemon wedges and salt.
Buff  up brass by dipping a lemon wedge into salt 
and polishing the chosen object. Once the brass 
item is shiny again, rinse thoroughly with water 
and immediately dry off  with a soft cloth.  

The same process can be applied to copper and 
chrome objects.
Conclusion:
Though there are alternative cleaning materials 
for these objects,  the lemon is probably the best 
natural and non-toxic option. The effect is better 
on copper than brass as lemons remove tarnish but 
do not really restore shine. Immediately wipe dry 
the polished objects after rinsing in order to avoid 
water streaks.

This article is an excerpt from haven — a bi-monthly 
interior design and gardening magazine published 
by The Edge
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We have just bought a condominium unit, which has its balcony facing 
North (N) and the main door facing S. The toilets are sited in the S and 
East (E). Our room is located in the Northeast (NE). I am a female born on 
Dec 8, 1979, while my partner was born on July 23, 1974. Our auspicious 
directions are opposite. Do I follow my partner’s auspicious direction or 
mine? What can we do to improve my partner’s health and our relation-
ship? What direction should we position our bed or is there anything we 
can place in the room to improve our relationship?
Based on your birth dates, your Life Guas are Dui  (Gua No 7) for 1974 and Zhen 
(Gua No 3) for 1979. In such a situation you will have to decide which one is 
more important or a better yardstick would be who has a better income? The 
entrance is not too good for Dui 

Gua but the bedroom in the NE is okay. On the other hand, the entrance 
in the S is great for the Zhen Gua but the bedroom is not too good. Assuming 
that the Zhen Gua person is the better breadwinner, the bedroom in the NE 
is not a bad choice as it would then support the Dui Gua. The bed direction 
is the tricky part. I suggest having the bedhead point towards the South-
west. This is a compromising situation. Any further suggestions can only be 
made on site as yours is a tricky situation because of  the opposed Life Guas.
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If  you have any questions regarding feng shui practices, please send your 
queries by e-mail to propertyplus@thesundaily.com or fax Propertyplus at 

03 7660 8568. theSun reserves the right to publish answers as it deems fi t. 

Disclaimer: Yap Cheng Hai Academy Sdn Bhd does not, and cannot, in any way whatsoever or howsoever represent, 
warrant or guarantee that the recommendations given in this column mean that the happiness and good fortune 

of the person(s) who put these recommendations into practice will naturally or necessarily follow
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