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IF a Southeast (SE) facing house 
is good for me, can I put a door 
in front for my use and a sliding 
door at the side of  the house fac-
ing Southwest (SW) for my hus-
band? Will this help? What if  my 
husband or other people use the 
front door that faces SE — will it 
activate bad luck for my husband 
or the household? I would also 
like to know if  it is good or bad 
to have a main road at the back 
of  the house, after which is a hill. 
Does this signify a river fl owing at 
the back, which means lost oppor-
tunities? Does the small hill help 
since it is at the back of  the house 
but after the highway?
There is no straight answer at the 
moment. It would depend on the 
external environment and the full 
layout of  the house. Based only on 
the door, yes your husband can use 
a SW door. Will it activate bad luck 
for your husband or the household? 
It depends. Generally, it should not. 
As for the main road, it will depend 
on how busy the main road is. If  it 
is a highway, then it is not so good. 
If  it is just a residential road and 
not too busy, then it should be okay. 
The back of  the house is supposed to 
be quiet to provide support for your 
house to rest against. When you have 
a highway, all the activity is not sup-
porting your home. In a way, yes, it 
is also like a river. The hill may help 
depending its size and the size of  
the highway.

I was born on Oct 17, 1975, at 
9.40am and have stayed in my 
house for more than 16 years. 
For the last 16 years, I have slept 
with my head pointing North (N) 
about 5 degrees. After consult-
ing a feng shui master last year, I 
have been sleeping with my head 
pointing Northwest (NW) at 280 
degrees. I live in a low-cost ter-
raced house which is about 20ft 
long and 17.5ft wide. There are 
two rooms upstairs and my main 
door faces my neighbour’s main 
door at 5 degrees N. As I am in 
the computer software business, 

my personal computer at home 
is also facing NW at 280 degrees. 
Due to the limited space in my 
house, it is diffi cult to do much 
moving around. What do you sug-
gest I should adjust to benefi t my 
business?
Your main door is not in a favourable 
position but this can’t be helped. 
Your personal best direction is NW, 
where the feng shui master placed 
you is correct. Unfortunately, the 
NW direction for this year is not a 
good direction. It is best to keep the 
position of  your bed as it is. Change 
the position of  your PC to face SW, 
W or NE for this year. After that, 
leave your computer facing W per-
manently.

I moved to my present house in 
1992, which was completed in 
1975. I bought it from the fi rst 
owner. Is my house in the period 
seven or six? If  the period is sev-
en, how can I change it to period 
eight? Please advise. 
Your house is considered a period 
seven house. Changing the period 
of  your house should not be done 
just for the sake of  doing so. If  you 
are not sure of  the consequences, 
you should not change it. This is be-
cause a current period house is not 
automatically auspicious. It would 
depend on the direction of  the house, 
which would then defi ne the relevant 
stars at the front of  your house. If  
these stars are inauspicious, it does 
not matter if  the house is a current 
period house — the house will still be 
inauspicious. You might be encoun-
tering the situation where you are 
changing from an auspicious feng 
shui configuration to an inauspi-
cious one. 
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Who’s the 
fairest of them all?

Where you put the door is important
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MIRRORS are excellent items to have around the 
home. They may be utilitarian — somewhere to 
check for spinach between the teeth before walk-
ing out the door — but they also help bounce light 
around and fool the eye into thinking that a room 
is larger than it actually is (just make sure to place 
them opposite something attractive). With decora-
tive frames, they also make stunning focal points. 
Here is one way to give old or ordinary mirrors 
those good looks.

A lick of  paint is one of  the quickest ways to 
rejuvenate an item. Make it a sumptuous colour and 
add an imaginative surround to transform a small 
inexpensive mirror from mundane to magnifi cent. 
Try framing a round mirror with a papier mâché 
sunburst.

SUNBURST FRAME
• Round mirror
• Strong card
• Scissors or craft knife
• Papier mâché pulp (see instructions below)
• Fine-gauge sandpaper
• Gold acrylic paint and brush
• Strong adhesive or double-sided tape

1  Trace the outline 
of  the mirror on 
the card. Draw an-
other circle about 
1cm inside the out-
line. Draw radiat-
ing spires around 
the outside edge. 
Cut out the sun 
shape and inner 
circle.

2 Sculpt the papier 
mâché pulp on the 
surface of  the cutout, forming ridges in each spire 
for a three-dimensional look. Allow to dry com-
pletely and harden. This may take a day or two.

3  Sand the surface lightly. Brush off  the dust. Paint 
in gold. Attach it to the mirror front with glue or 
tape.

Sorry, but this 
time, the mirror 

itself  may be
the one with the 

looks

Pulp and sculpt
Papier mâché is usually one of  the fi rst materi-
als used in children’s art class, with a balloon 
or bowl often used as the mould. But the school 
association should not mislead anyone into 
thinking of  it as a naïve craft. This material, 
discovered soon after the Chinese invented 
paper over 2,000 years ago, has been developed 
through the centuries and brought to a fi ne art 
all over the world.

At its simplest, papier mâché are strips of  
paper glued around a shape to make functional 
and decorative objects. Another form of  papier 
mâché is pulp, which can be worked almost like 
clay but has the advantage of  being lightweight, 
and dries naturally to a hard, durable substance 
without having to be baked.

Making papier mâché involves recycling old 
paper, even items like cardboard egg cartons, 
making it a cheap and environment friendly craft. 
It is worth experimenting with various types of  
paper — newspaper will produce a coarse texture 
while tissue has a fi ne, porcelain-type fi nish.

PAPIER MÂCHÉ PULP
• Newspaper (2 double-page broadsheets will yield 

about a grapefruit-sized ball of  pulp, suffi cient 
for our project)

• Bleach
• Sieve
• Food processor or blender
• Salt
• Wallpaper paste
• Polyvinyl acetate (PVA or white glue)
1  Tear the newspaper (don’t cut as this will shorten 

the fi bres) into 1cm square pieces. Soak in a 
large bowl of  warm water with 2 teaspoons of  
bleach added. Leave overnight.

2  Drain the newspaper pieces and put into a 
pot. Cover with clean water and bring to the 
boil, then lower heat and simmer for about 30 
minutes until the fi bres start to break up. Help 
this process by beating with a wooden spoon.

3  Take off  the heat and cool slightly. Blend in a 
food processor (with the water) until smooth.

4 Place pulp in a sieve and drain. Squeeze out 
as much liquid as possible. Place pulp in a 
bowl and mix in 2 teaspoons of  salt (to inhibit 
mould and add strength). Add equal amounts 
of  wallpaper paste and PVA (about 3-4 table-
spoons each) and knead in with your hands 
until you get a clay-like consistency. The pulp 
can be stored for a long time in an airtight bag 
in the refrigerator.

This article is an excerpt from haven — a
bi-monthly interior design and gardening maga-
zine published by The Edge
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